1611-16] BIARD'S RELATION, 1616 73

CHAPTER IV.

ON THE CHARACTER, DRESS, DWELLINGS, AND FOOD
OF THE SAVAGES.

HE nature of our Savages is in itself generousand
T not malicious. They have rather a happy dispo-
sition, and a fair capacity for judging and valu-

ing material and common things, deducing their rea-
sons with great nicety, and always seasoning them
with some pretty comparison. They have a very good
memory for material things, such as having seen you
before, of the peculiarities of a place where they may
have been, [37] of what took place in their presence
twenty or thirty years before, etc.; but to learn any-
thing by heart — there’s the rock; there is no way of
getting a consecutive arrangement of words into their
pates. They have no beards, the men no more than
the women, except some of the more robust and virile.
They have often told me that at first we seemed to
them very ugly with hair both upon our mouths and
heads; but gradually they have become accustomed
to it, and now we are beginning to look less de-
formed. You could not distinguish the young men
from the girls, except in their way of wearing their
belts. For the women are girdled both above and
below the stomach, and are less nude than the men;
also they are usually more ornamented with mata-
chias, that is, with [38] chains, gewgaws, and such
finery after their fashion; by which you may know
that such is the nature of the sex everywhere, fond of



